A new addition to face lift surgery: the argon gas surgical unit.
In the quest to improve the technique of performing face lift surgery, we have encountered a device, the argon gas surgical unit, that offers a number of advantages over current techniques. These advantages include significant reductions in the amount of both intraoperative and postoperative blood loss, depth of tissue damage, amount of postoperative swelling, and amount of postoperative pain. This paper describes our experience with the use of the argon gas surgical unit compared with conventional electrocautery in 30 patients undergoing face lift. On histologic examination of the skin specimens, there was a consistent decrease in the depth of tissue damage with the argon gas surgical unit. With regard to blood loss, as a whole there was a marked decrease in the argon gas surgical unit group. Additionally, there is a clinically significant decrease in postoperative swelling in the patients in whom the argon gas surgical unit was employed that contributes to improved wound healing and an overall improved postoperative course.